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teaspoonful of olive oil had been administered, and I gave a draught iff 
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° r *» ‘hot the poison must be eliminated, 

sufficient ^ 7?, 6 l“" ES ' “" d llmt dat J wos 10 Pierre life until 

sufficient time had elapsed to eliminate the uarcotic. With this view I re- 

IL stl? T St ' mU ' ant ’ bra “ djr - t0 anificial heat - and ““hanical 
assistance to the respiration. > 

The sudden setting in of the profound coma, which followed so quickly 
he administmtion of the draught of warm water and vomiting occa 
stoned by .t, seemed to warrant the inference that the practiee was inju- 
dicious. Though not quite satisfled whether the fluid poured into the 
stomach or the act of ejecting it expedited the narcotism, I am inclined to 
the opinion that warm fluids introduced into the stomach favour the rapid 
absorption of such volatile substances as chloroform, and hence are contra- 
indicated in such cases. 


Subsequent reflection brought me to the conclnsion that the application 
of.ee to the spine would prove a valuable adjuvant in the management of 
such cases. Chapman, in discussing the application and utility of the 
ice-bag to the spine, says it relieves muscnlar tension, improves peripheral 
circulation, and consequently increases surface heat. Hence I was quite 
prepared to give it a trial in the following case. 
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Case II.—On the afternoon of July 25, 1872, I was summoned, in 
great haste, to Miss G. B., aged 30, white, who had walked from the city 
four miles into the country. The afternoon was excessively hot and sultry. 
Upon reaching the house of her friend, at 4 o’clock P.M., in an excited 
and incoherent manner, she represented that she had taken strychnia, with 
suicidal intent, and had come there to die. Before concluding the story 
of her purpose she was seized with a violent convulsion, characterized by 
great muscular rigidity and opisthotonos. She had four in a brief period. 
During the intervals the pain was intense, located in the abdomen, but not 
specially in any region. When I reached the house, one and a half hours 
after the first convulsion, which, perhaps, occurred soon after swallowing 
the poison, she was perfectly relaxed, excepting the muscles of the jaw; per¬ 
fectly insensible, pupils contracted to a point, corneie insensible to the 
touch, universal anmsthesia; extreme pallor of the face ; cold hands and 
feet, general surface cool; pulse 78, small, very weak; respiration 16, very 
superficial, every fifth respiration long drawn and full. A faint odour of 
chloroform could be detected in her breath, a more decided odour in the 
matter vomited. An emetic of warm water, salt, and mustard had been 
administered early during the convulsive period, followed by copious 
draughts of warm water until emesis ensued, which took place a short time 
previous to my arrival. The relaxation and insensibility were not fully estab¬ 
lished until after the vomiting. Two bottles were found in her pocket; 
one a half-ounce vial marked laudanum, and containing 3>j of Icndanum; 
the other an ounce bottle marked poison, labelled as prescriptions usually 
are, it being a copy of a prescription of a physician in this city, and contain¬ 
ing chloroform 5i»j; tinct camphor. 5iij ; and tinct opii oiiss. In this bottle 
a few drops of the mixture remained, and the odour and taste of chloroform 
and camphor were distinctly recognized. The conclusion was that she had 
taken half the contents of the bottle of laudanum—5'j* a °d a mixture of 
chloroform and tincture of camphor, the relative quantities being unknown, 
but as the written directions on the label were, “one teaspoonful every hour,” 
the inference was that there was a third constitnent, employed to dilute the 
others and to obtund their pungency. I concluded the symptoms were due 
to chloroform. Failing to open the mouth, I could not administer brandy 
as I desired. Applied cold to the spine, by the constant movement along the 
entire column from the neck to the sacrum, of ice wrapped in a soft cloth. 
After some miuutes’ application of the ice, perhaps fifteen, I succeeded, by 
first inserting the handle of a strong spoon between the teeth, in opening 
the mouth, into which I poured some brandy, but little was swallowed. 
Ice reapplied, and on the second efTort I succeeded in getting, perhaps, 
half an ounce swallowed. The ice applications were several times repeated, 
and several potations of brandy were given. A half hour after the first 
application to the spine very slight sensibility was manifested upon touching 
the corneie with the end of the fiuger, and the pulse increased in volume 
and strength. Reaction gradually took place, and, in two and a half hours 
after ray arrival, perhaps four hours after having taken the poison, she 
was sitting up in bed, conversing with the attendants. Subsequently to 
this she suffered from nausea, and became quite nervous, symptoms which 
were relieved by a full potation of brandy, and she slept quietly and undis¬ 
turbed through the night Ate her breakfast, was up during the day, and 
on the morning of 27th returned to her home in the city. 

Her story was that she purchased strychnia from one druggist and 
laudanum from another, that she took the contents of one bottle and a 
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portion of the laudanum nt one time, just before reaehing the house, end 
that she suffered intense pain in the stomach, a feeling as if on fire, imme- 
dmtely after. The druggist denies that she asked for strychnia but me 
seated the copied prescription, which he filled, marked it poison and 
warned her of the danger of taking more than the prescribed dose. ’This 
discrepancy invalidates her testimony, throws a shadow of doubt over all 
her statements, and easts a suspicion upon the genuineness of the tetanic 
seizures. If her statements be correct, she took 5ivss of landannm, 3 m 0 f 
chloroform, and 5«j of tincture of camphor. I did not attribnte anv of 
the symptoms to opium, only suspected that she had taken pij of landa 
num, and feeling quite sure the great portion of this had been ejected from 
the stomach, I regarded it simply as a case of chloroform poisoning and 
60 treated it. b ' 

The parallel between the symptoms of the two cases was so marked and 
the excessive muscular relaxation coming on immediately after the emesis 
struck me with so mnch force, that I sought to discover the odonr of chloro. 
form, to confirm the opinion already expressed, that she had taken chloro- 
form and not strychnin, notwithstanding the description of the convnl- 
sive seizures, by one who had witnessed them, was so forcible and accurate 
that, before reaching the house, I was convinced it was a ense of strychnia 
poisoning. The trismus, for a moment, occasioned a doubt, which was 
only dispelled by the confirmation of my diagnosis, by the distinct reco*. 
mtion of the odour of chloroform by myself and others. I have already 
intimated a donbt as to the reality of the convulsive seizures, that is that 
they were more nearly allied to hysteria than to the action or strychnia' 
She entered the house under great excitement, talked in an excited manner 
and incoherently, soon become convulsed and rigid, in the intervals mani- 
festing intense pain. 11 ,e falsity of her statements in regard to the taking of 
strychnia, and of her subsequent statement in regard to the purchase of the 
drug, impress me with the belief that there was 110 reality in the apparent 
tetanic seizures; that she had no intention of committing suicide: but 
that the convulsions, the excited manner, the incoherently told story of her 
purpose, and the falsity of her statement in regard to the poison purchased 
and taken, were simply different stages of a pre-arranged scheme to accom. 

j n ; c “ e np ° rted b ? Dr ' Dean Wed. Tima and GaatU, Dec. 1857, p. S15) 
svmnToL , 76 T’ P - 108 ° f h '“ H.dica, p^enJ 

“ 1 l ° t ' , “ C “ 8 - T1 “" * “v. “ •«* half an onne, 

n 87m P ,oms *•"> a* follows: “ General convulsions, total 
oZTssednnVa 1 ‘Hamas, a slightly flushed face, a full and rather 
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within five minutes after laklug the chloroform. The stomach was emptied and 

seen tw , ° l '‘ er CU0 ' ref “ ,Ied t0 hf Stffli, took two onuces, was 

““i* 1 : afterwards, exhibited the following symptoms : Stupor, con¬ 
tracted pupils, regular respiration, full and soft pulse, 70 in a minute 
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plish some sinister purpose, the denouement of which failed through the 
relaxing and tranquillizing influence of an overdose of chloroform. In 
this conclusion I am confirmed by some indirect circumstances, not neces¬ 
sary to record, which subsequently came to my knowledge. But the reader 
will ask, why should there have been trismus ? Was I mistaken as to its 
reality ? Several ineffectual efforts to force open the mouth by firm and 
continuous pressure upon the chin, and to force the handle of a spoon 
between the teeth, satisfy me that I was not mistaken. The insensibility 
of the corneae, tested by frequent application of the end of a finger; the 
contraction and insensibility of the pupils, neither of which could be feigned; 
the universal and complete antesthesia, tested by numerous pricks with a 
pin; the pallor of the face and coldness of the extremites; the muscular 
relaxation, and the odour of chloroform in the expired air and fluid vomited, 
are phenomena which admit of no doubt as to their reality, and when con¬ 
sidered altogether, in the light of the preceding case, clearly indicate their 
natnre and cause. 

The question naturally suggests itself, would either or both of these 
patients have died if left to the unaided powers of nature ? The child, I 
think, would ; the woman would not have died. Neither the action of the 
heart nor the respiration was so seriously disturbed as to indicate a fatal 
termination in the latter case. So far as I know, there has been reported 
bat one death from chloroform narcotism, the details of which the reader 
can find on page 108, vol. ii., Still’s Therapeutics and Materia Medica, 
together with a number of cases of chloroform narcotism, which are of 
interest. • 


Art. XIII— Vertebrated Prostatic Catheter. By T. H. Squire, M.D., 
of Elmira, N*. Y. 

Tite results attending the use of the vertebrated catheter, in about 
twenty difficult cases of prostatic retention, since the publication of ray 
previous article (see No. of this Journal for October, 1871, p. 393 ei seq.), 
have not only confirmed the favourable opinion then expressed, in relation 
to the value of this new instrument, but they have suggested some minor 
improvements in its mechanism, and taught a few important lessons in 
regard to its employment 

It cannot be too forcibly impressed upon the minds of those using the 
catheter, that constant watchfulness is required to prevent an accident 
whereby a portion of the instrument might be left in the bladder. 

In the making of the instrument, all of the cups or vertebrae should be 
alike, excepting the one that is next to the shaft. This one, instead of 
having its lip thin and somewhat sharp, should have a thick and obtuse 


